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that there would be an unusual gathering of the Catholic
aristocracy for the occasion. The rate of lodgings in the
city had risen in consequence. At the end of the para-
graph it was distinctly contradicted that Lothair had
entered the Catholic Church. Such a statement wag de-
clared to be ' premature,' as his guardian the Cardinal
would never sanction his taking such a step until ho was
the master of his own actions ; the general impression left
by the whole paragraph being, that the world was not to
be astonished if the first step of Lothair, on accomplishing
his majority, was to pursue the very course which was nov;
daintily described as premature.

At luncheon the whole party were again assembled.
The newspapers had arrived in the interval and had been
digested. Every one was aware of the Popish plot, as
Hugo Bohun called it. The Bishop, however, looked
serene and, if not as elate as in the morning, calm and
content. He sate by the Duchess, and spoke to her in a
low voice and with seriousness. The Monsignori watched
every expression.

When the Duchess rose the Bishop accompanied her into
the recess of a window, and she said, ' You may depend
upon me ; I cannot answer for the Duke. It is not the
early rising; he always rises early in the country, but he
likes to read his letters before he dresses, and that sort of
thing. I think you had better speak to Lady Corisande
yourself.*

What had taken place at the interview of the Bishop with
Lothair, and what had elicited from the Duchess an assur-
ance that the prelate might depend upon her, generally trans-
pired, in consequence of some confidential communications,
in the course of the afternoon. It appeared that the Right
Reverend Lord had impressed, aad successfully, on Lothair
the paramount duty of commencing the day of his majority
by assisting in an early Celebration of the most sacred rite